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Experimental Precepts and uſual Practiſes of Fair and © 
Speedy W RITING. 


wiITH 
The Neceſlaties thereunto belonging : Being, as concerning matter, 
The Subſtance of all the particulars 1n divers ocher Copy- -Books, and for ſome 
of them which are of nouſe for Learnets, tac b=tcer ace put in their Places, 


's Which may be eaſily perceived 
By the impartial jadicions, iv comparing the ditference between thoſe and rheſe, 


' By J. JOHNS OX, Maſter of Writing, 


Prov. Teach 8 Child in the way he ſhould go, and when h be is old, be will not depart front It. 
Apply thine heart to Inflruton , and thine ears to the words of Knowledge, that it may be wes 
with thee in thy latter end. 


Londox, Printed by H. Brugis, for Jobs Overton and arc robe {old at the white Heſs 
wir Roper the corner of the Lictle 0/4 Bayly , near the Fountain Tavern, 1669, where yr. 
b evan ud ys 


choice of all ſorts of Maps, Copy books and Blanck Bonds, 5 
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DIRECTIONS. 


I QCDSAHat meaſure of knowledge and Praftile it hath leaſed God to lend 
++ $9) - me uponthe account of Improvement, I have inthe diſcarge of my 
.v | 4 2S , Duty, cxtended to the benefit of all whom it may concern, as well 
gy W *&% as to mine own Intereſt alone : Chiefly rothofe who dwell in re- 
| mote places, who want the helpof Teachers ; yea and for the be- 
nefit of ſuchTeachers alſo as be any waies defeCtive in Abilities. 

Hold your head ſo ſtraight up and evenly, as that the Book of 
Paper whereon you write, may be right before your Face , and your body ſoorderly, as 
that you lean nor your Breaſt ro the Table ; as alſo your Elbows foclofe to your fides, As 
thar your Arms may be kept ſtrait forth* and the middle parr of your Book or Paper fo 
direcly againſt the midſt of your body, and ſoequally near at both ends, to that {ide or 
part of the Table next you, as the ſtraight holding forth of your Arms will permit. 

Hold your Pen lightly on the point of your Thumb, almoſt rouching the Nail thereof, 
the Ferekinger on the top , and the Middle-finger longeſt, at che upper part of the month ; 
as alſo your Thumb, and all your fingers extended to their tulllength ; leſt both the Hand 
depend not on the points of the third and fourth Fingers as it ought and the Thumb crook 
or bow in the midit, the reſt of the Fingers be ſubjes tothe like, and hinder the well do- 
ing of the work. Likewiſe take Ink with the mouth of the-Pen downwards, and ſhake 
the Pen _ the Ink horn every time, leſt you either make anuncleanly Lerrer or blor the 
Paper, or both. 4 

Theſe things being thus carefully done, then draw two Rules ) otherwiſe called double 
Rule) and wrue the bodies of all Letters berween thoſe two Rules , and both the _ 
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all that have heads over the high Rule, and-the Feet of altthat have feet under the 
low Rule, as far as the bodies arein Jength from the high Rule to the low, according 
tothe mcaſurenſed in Printing ; which though it ke nor the tenth part ſo old as VWrij. 
tioz , YE it hath come to4 far greatcr PcrteXion, according to rhe Rules of Art groun- 

ded upon Reaſon. | | 

Then ſor your bettcr apprehending both» of verbal Inſtruction, and literal Demon- 

{racion ,} 1t will be neeadtul tor you to underſtand thoſe'Tetrms of Ari which diſtinguiſh 

thedivers paſlages of the Penin Writing, which be Twelve in Number, according :0 

the variety ofthe Lerters, {traic down, and firaitup ; ſtrait torwards , and firait back- 
wards ; {lopinguptothe right hand , and ſloping dowH'to.the left hand ; floping up to 
thc left hand, and floping downto the right hand ; cotnpaſſiing down ro the r!ghe hand , 
and compaſhng down to the lctr hand, compaſiing upto the letr hand, and compatſing up 
to the right hand; | | 91 41 *\ | 

Having thus far proceeded ,ir 15 next to be conſidered?" That there muſt be equal di- 

{tance alwaies kept berween Letters in Words , between'Words and VYords, and be- 
rween Lines/and Lines, whiles the generalicy/ofthe- Writing contmueth in an equal pro- 
POItzon yz which being carefully obſcrved:, irvill be (far-time fur you to begin, and form 
di;joyncd Letters ſevcrally ,! upon the aforementioned Rules, until your can write them 
ski/lully , it your Capfacity cannot reachthe wrivung of them wirhout-Rule joynr!y'; "and 
accordi!ig as you come fnory in framing of them according to your Copy , and have'rota 
[eacler © inſtruct you , *willtbe very requititefor you to examineand comparethem 


. 


with your pattegq as,you proceed, and then aryourwriting of them thenceforth , to avoid , 
all ſuch Errors as cſcaped in your firſt endeavours. X got 
Whecier yog; bea new Beginner ,- or have 'made ſome Progreſs betore , 'you' are ro 
wruc very Gowly!, until youcen write skiltuliy., and rhen'you may endeavour by-de- 
grccs to tuch ſpecd chercatter, as you may {ti1] keep both 'the ſame form and ſufhict- 
ency 


# 


ciency of Letter ; but having attainediſome meaſure of perfection, when uponany oc- 
caſion you are drivento ſuch haſt of bufinefſes, as that you mutt needs write falk, then 
you may ſerve your preſent need wirii all your preſent expedition, andpractiſc again 
with morecarc and deliberation, when you can ſpare more time 3 leſt ori:erwiſe upon 
negle@ing that needful rask, you ger ſuch a habit of wricing roo tpeedily , as you willquite 
forzcrro write more exactly, 

For, Writing carctully and flowly , is tobeuſed in all kind of Afﬀairs, which requi- 
reth ro be written pcrteRly, chough it be only in ti.e fair form of Letter, which you write 
in orhcr things [pecdily ; and yer in being to written, it will be better inrevard of its 
ſpeed; than a fec torm of VWricing : fo you will in ſhort time know by your ow4i. expert- 
cnce-,” that both thoſe waies of wytting one form of Letter , are far more fitin ti.cir re- 
ſpeRivc*places, than to be (o addicted roany one way of doivg thereof, as that the ocher 
way (ould nor be alſo ufcd when there is need. 

' Aniithey may be ſo, much the eaſier written, either ſlowly or ſpeedily, in that they 
diftcr notiy Letter, being oneand the ſame, but only in length or thorcnets of time, whiles 
they are in doing, chicily waen the Letters are ſo framed, ti-at any werd without Cx- 
ceprton (according tomy cultome) © may b< written , befure the removing of che Pen : 
Wt:creas rhe uſual fcr form of Writing 15 much flower to be done, than theflowelt way 
of this form, becauſe ir is of ſuch a flow difterent Character, as requireth the Pen ro be 
raken off the Paper, a|molt inframiag of cvery Lerter. Theretore, it che changing of fuch 
a ſlow fet. form in:o another , which in all theſe reſpeRs is better , both becaul iris as 
good TEtticr, and mucti fpeedier and readier, isfo good a Novelty, that in ſuch a ne- 
celltr> reſpect ,it furpaſicech that wich is of Antiquity. 

Neyconccrningtheneceſſaries belonging ro Writing, chooſe the cleareſt ſecond, hard- 
eſt rfird; and greateſt firſt of a Gool&-wing z whica when you make, firfticrape and rub, 
then caroff abouc an iach long from the Nibot the Qui!l, flic itup quicklyy that tc may 
wri:e*!lean'y, and not too {ar, leſt roo much ehcreok be ſpent tdely, Thea cut off to mucin 

ot 


(6 5 
of the point very carefully , as there may en + ſufficient length of the Slir , for the fize 
ofthe Letter, which you intend eo write, and make the upper part or mouth , to begin ar 
the upper end of the {lir, of ſuch meaſure higher than the point , as that neither too much 
length ſhould make it weak, or notgive Ink , nor roo much ſhortneſs cauſe it to blot : and 
and'it is requiſite for the greater ftrength, that the mourh exceed nor twice the length of 
rhe point : So much by litreral inſtruction for the Pen. 

And if you deſire ro make Ink for your own uſe, and to pleaſure others , take 12 
Ounces of Nut Galls broken ſmall, and pur into a Qvart of ſtale Beer, White wine, or the 
half thereof Vinegar, and whea it hath been ſtirred about twice a day the ſpace of a 
Week ar leaſt , ſtrain ouc the E1quor from the Galls , and put nine Ounces of Copr« 
therein, fix Ounces of Gum-Arabick broken ſmall, rhree Ounces of White Sugar , and 
rwo Qunces of Roch-allum : Among the Galls, you may put fully as much Liquor , and 
bur the half of che Ingredients you did before : and if within a Month thereafter , it be as 
good as the former, =_ way ule it in the ſame manner , otherwiſe a lictle more ſtuff and 
longer ſtanding, will make 1t ro your defire : Bur if you will have it ready in haſte , boyle 
i-inancarrhen Veſlcl halt an hour on a flow fire, rhat you may have the whole ſabſtance 
of the Galls by that means ſo much the ſooner,for all the reſt melts in the Liquorz then 
you may throw out the hu:ks of the Galls, and nothing will remain bur clear Iok. 

Thus art the requeſt of a worthy Friend , I have endeavoured to comprehend in theſe 
'ew Pages, the ſubſtance of thoſe rwo Printed Sheets which are uſually in Copy-Books, 
Latituled , The writing School Maſter , whereof {ome particulars are contrary to mine own 
praGiſe , ro wit, The teaching of disjoyning Letters, and writing on ruled Lines ; others I 
:1a2ve added, which arc dgprekle ro the common practiſe : But ( I hope) upon 
rounds of Reaſon, agrecable to mine own experience, namely , the limiting of heads and 
icer of written Letrers , Carine be the length of Printed Lerters of the like fizez and 
.a;e not Only reQified the Confuſedneſs both of marter and order in thoſe Printed Sheets, 
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and intermixed both neceflaryRules, and .;. TW words, where there was need : But 
likewiſc, inſtead both of ſome envious Diſcourſcs againft other Teachers, and other fri- 
volous in high Phraſes (uſed by ſome) above the Capacity of Learners , have added in 
verycalic terms divers needful Dirc&ions for the uſe of Learners, over and above what 
was inſerted in the Printed Sheers. All which, in order to the improvement cf mine own 
Talent, I wiſh may be profitable unto all who uſe the ſame for their need , hopingropub. 
liſh many beter things both of this, and other kinds, to the Glory of God. 


A Particular C atalogne of Copper Plates, Printed by and for John Overton , at the White Horſe withou: 
Newgate, a: the Corner of the Little Old Bayly, 


1, A New Mapofthe World. Excellent Maps of the City of Londos, before and fince the Fire, in Proſ- 
pe & Ground-plort,A Map of Exgland, Scotland Ireland France,in lingle Sheets, large Paper,Grear 
Brittain and Ireland in tonr large Sheets. with the Ifles adjacent upto chem alſo che Bartels fought in each 
Kingdome, expreſſed by Tents. Kent in two ſheets, with rhe High-ways from town to rown, &Cc. not 
done before, &c, A Map of Great Bri/tain,in one ſheet, Eſſex, Surrey, Warwickshire, Hartfordſhire, nor 
ary the lize Map, extanc, Suffolk, Norfolk, Northamton ſhire Stafford-ſhire, Leiceſter-ſhire, and Rutland, 
Weſterſhire, Cheſhire, Lancaſhire, Somerſet-ſhire, Berkzhire, with the ſcales of each Map, and the Diſtin- 
Qtions of each Hundred, &c, A nzw Map of Virginia Maryland, &-, The Arms. Breaſts , Supporters , 
and Mocroes of all the ſeveral Compantes and Corporations ofthe fa:nus City of Lender , as they now 
bear them ; deſcribed by the Letters of cheir p-oper colours, A ColleRion of ſeveral Signs and i1Badges 
or Inns, Taverns , or Viaualling hoaſes, codittingniſh each Room by ics Name, in Colours or other- 
waies, 
Large Sheets of Eſfi:gies and Stories, in Colours, and atherwayes. 
Orphens playing to the Beals , The tour ſeaſons of the year, All the Kings of England from w. the 
Conqueror, to K. Charles, The X Commandements inewo tables, Death. his Anatomy , with the me- 


nory of the Righreous, and Oblivion of the wicked, in ſentences of Scripeure. The River of Tyre, from 
the 


(x08) TRE 
the Sea to New-cafle,with the ſoundings, places of Lading ofſea' Calhu andthe Mines, &c, Twolarge 
pieces, being ;are knots of Mr. Edw, Cocker, Maſterin Writing, Originals and Copies of Sir Anthony, 
Vandikes of many ſorts, 


4 Theſe are Copy -Books under written, 


The Writing School-maſter, or the Anatomy of fair Wriring, wherein1s expreſſed each ſeveral Cha- 
racer, rogerher wich other Rules co-incident to the art of fair and ſpeedy writing, by oh. Davis of He- 
reford. A Copy book containing variety of Examples of all the molt curious hands written , wirh the 
Breaks of each lercer, wich the three uſual and molt neceſſary hands of our Nations, by Marti» Billing ley 
Mafier in Writing, Bi{zg ley in ſmall. The Pen-mans Recreation, conraing examples of taic and ipeed 
Writing, ofexcellent vſe tor allſuch as aim at perfeion therein, by James Hodar, A Copy-book of the 
uſual hand writrenin England, by Mr. Jobyſon, The Pens Treaſury , conraining ſeveral DyeQtiong very 
uſeful, both forthe Art or writing true Exg/:ſh, with choice experiments for ſuch as practiſe Pen or -Pen- 
fl, by 7. Fiſher. A Copy Book containing piain and eaſy Cireftions to fair writing, by Law Hughs, A Co- 
py Book, or Fair W-icing of ſeveral hands uſed, Publiſhed by P, S. A Copy Book of the uſual hands writ- 

s* ren;witheahie Rules, by which one may learn co write of himſelf, 
The Pottures of Musket and Pike, uſeful for the PraRicioners thereof, as alſo for Officers, 
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